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English uses the second conditional to describe the 
result of an unlikely or impossible event. Because  
the event is unlikely, the result is also unlikely.

New language  Second conditional 

Vocabulary  Collocations with “make” and “do”

New skill  Talking about future dreams

UNLIKELY ACTION UNLIKELY RESULT

KEY LANGUAGE THE SECOND CONDITIONAL

FURTHER EXAMPLES THE SECOND CONDITIONAL

HOW TO FORM THE SECOND CONDITIONAL

Like the first 
conditional, the 
second conditional 
uses “if ” to describe 
an action. The 
result is described 
using “would.”

Comma separates
action from result.

Result is described  
using “would” + verb.

Past simple tense  
describes the action.

“If ” shows that the
sentence is conditional.

Unlikely situations

The action can come after the result  
in second conditional sentences.  
There is no comma before “if.”

“He would” can be shortened to “he’d.”

“IF” COMMAPAST SIMPLE “WOULD” + BASE FORM OF VERB
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FILL IN THE GAPS TO FORM SECOND CONDITIONAL  
SENTENCES USING THE VERBS IN BRACKETS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Gavin tells Sara about  
his new business idea.

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES  
TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

182-185_Unit_53_Unlikely_situations.indd   183 22/01/2016   11:38



184

KEY LANGUAGE COLLOCATIONS WITH “DO” AND “MAKE”
In collocations, “do” is generally used to talk about regular tasks or activities.  
“Make” generally expresses a single action or the creation of something new.

READ THE EMAIL AND MATCH THE COLLOCATIONS  
TO THEIR DEFINITIONS

Use “do” for ongoing activities.

Use “make” for single actions.
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SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, FILLING IN THE GAPS

CHECKLIST

 Second conditional   Collocations with “make” and “do”   Talking about future dreams  

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS
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